
November 19, 2010


RE:
PARKWAY HEIGHTS STORM SEWER & SANITARY SEWER - UPDATE

Dear Property Owner:

This letter is being sent to property owners along Parkway Drive, 17th Avenue, and Hemlock Court to update you on steps being taken by the city to evaluate and improve the storm sewer and sanitary sewer systems in the Parkway Heights area.  Following the July 22 storm, the City contracted with an engineering consultant, R.A. Smith National (RASN) to analyze the capacity of storm sewer systems to determine alternatives to reduce the risk of flooding.  Applied Technologies was also retained to evaluate the sanitary sewer system in specified areas of the city and make recommendations to reduce inflow to the sanitary system and improve system capacity during high flows.

Storm Sewer:

RASN has completed their report for storm water relief alternatives for Parkway Heights.  The full report is on file with the City Engineer.  Several alternatives have been considered.  The City Engineer recommends that a 36” diameter relief storm sewer be designed and constructed between 521 and 531 Parkway Drive, with a new outlet to Oak Creek Parkway.  This alternative would require easements from private property owners and Milwaukee County, and would supplement the existing system.  On 17th Avenue, south of Oak Street a secondary (overland) drainage path is proposed in addition to the existing pipe system to reduce street flooding.  The storm sewer and related work has an estimated construction cost of $200,000 (excludes cost of complete street repaving and sanitary work).
Sanitary Sewer:

Evaluation of the sanitary system is more complex, and the report from Applied Technologies is not expected to be complete until March, 2011.  The sanitary sewer system in the Parkway Heights area is affected by inflow, lift station capacity, emergency relief station pump capacity, and pipe design.  The storm sewer work described above, and other improvements upstream will reduce inflow to the sanitary sewer and help prevent backups.  We will also evaluate the merits of a sanitary sewer relief line and general system improvements which could be done in conjunction with the storm sewer work.  Future improvements to the sanitary system could include lift station and emergency bypass station upgrades to reduce the chance of backups during major storms, depending on report recommendations and costs.
Summary/Next Steps:

Obviously, unlimited capacity to the storm and sanitary systems cannot be cost effectively engineered.  However, we are identifying improvements which will greatly reduce the chance of flooding and the potential for sewer backups.  With the creation of the City’s Stormwater Utility in late 2007, there is a limited revenue source available to help fund the stormwater portion of capital improvement projects.  Complete street repaving and sanitary work has to be funded separately.
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The next step will be detailed survey work of the area, followed by design and preparation of construction plans.  Depending on weather conditions and our consultant’s schedule, a survey crew may be on site before the close of 2010.  Existing underground utilities will be located with marking paint or flags prior to the survey work.

Further correspondence will be provided as design proceeds.  At this point, the Engineering Department is planning for 2011 construction, but will be dependent on several factors, including total estimated project cost, and the Common Council’s approval of the Capital Improvement Plan and allocation of funds.
Please feel free to contact me at 414-762-2222 x136, or by email to vandercar@ci.south-milwaukee.wi.us
if you have questions or would like to meet with me to discuss these projects.  Depending on interest of residents, an informational meeting may also be scheduled.
Sincerely,



Kyle Vandercar P. E.




City Engineer
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